THE swelling, which is on the anterior and lower meatal wall, is elastic, and a speculum can be passed beyond it, revealing some secretion from the dermoid cyst. There appears to be a fine scar over the swelling, and the parents say that six years ago the boy was taken into the Infirmary "and kept there six weeks after an operation.", Present symptoms are deafness and tenderness when the swelling is pressed. The photograph of the auricle, taken by Dr. Morton, cletirly shows the site of origin of the cyst,. which at first sight looks like a polypus which has become epithelialized. The PRESIDENT (in reply): What I first took to be a thick middle-ear discharge was really secretion from the cyst which had ruptured near the membrane. The scar of an old incision over the swelling is apparent, but as the cyst was not dissected out it has slowly refilled. I have never seen a dermoid cyst in this region before; speaking generally, when a sebaceous cyst has suppurated it ceases to exist, but this does not apply to dermoid cysts wherever situated., (November 16, 1917.) Foreign Body, a Green Pea, removed from Middle Ear by Post-aural Operation on a Boy, aged 10.
By H. J. BANKS DAVIS, M.B.
A FORTNIGHT ago an attempt was made in the Casualty Department to remove a supposed foreign body, which the boy stated he had pushed into his ear. After a long examination nothing could be found. The boy developed facial paralysis, and was lately admitted into the hospital. Yesterday I opened up the middle ear and extracted a large pea with the husk complete-as shown in the specimen. It is very much swollen and looks as large as a hazel-nut.
In 1913, as members may recollect, I exhibited a case of a boy aged 9, where a mastoid operation was performed for prolonged otorrhcea (six months' duration),' and where I removed a horsebean from the middle ear. The presence of a foreign body was never suspected. The entire mastoid was necrosed, and the facial nerve and digastric muscle, bathed in pus, were seen lying at the bottom of the wound. Facial paralysis was present.
In 1912 I exhibited a case where a foreign body was retained in the nose for fourteen years. It was a grain of Indian corn, which was germinating. A child had pushed this up her nose instead of giving it to her canary,2 and there it had remained impacted in the olfactory cleft.
